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1 Introduction
This report documents the state of the ʻnaturalʼ environment in Crofton Park ward. It covers both aspects that contribute to the neighbourhoodʼs natural heritage, such as
open spaces and nature, as well as environmental pollution and energy consumption. It sets out a broad analysis is divided in six sections as follows:
 Broad assessment of green infrastructure
 Air quality
 Contaminated land
 Flood risk
 Noise pollution
 Energy/Carbon consumption

This report should help the Forum better understand areas that may need further protection or enhancement and how to address any environmental sustainability policies
they may wish to consider.
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2 Green Infrastructure & Nature Conservation
2.1 Significance of Open Spaces

accessibility and the quality of open spaces ‒ see outputs of
workshop Figure 2.

While aerial view (see Figure 2, Part 1) the neighbourhood appears
to be quite green, very few of these spaces are actually accessible to
the general public. The majority of open spaces are private sports
grounds, private parks, linear viaducts along the railway lines or small
pocket amenity greens that donʼt provide much active provision at all.

Despite this, the presents of these green assets gives the perception
of a pleasant neighbourhood, which many residents have highlighted
as being one of the great pull factors of the area. The importance of
green spaces has been raised many times over at engagement
events. The infographic shown in Figure 1 shows strongly how green
spaces was frequently mentioned by residents during the key issues
survey undertaken in January 2015.
Figure 2: Aspirations related to green infrastructure improvements
from workshops.

Error! Reference source not found. illustrates the distribution of open
spaces across the area. Each one is summarised in Table 1 below in
terms of the strengths and weaknesses and makes
recommendations for future actions, based on feedback received
from residents at various consultation events.

Over time, residents have generally pointed out that the state of the
Figure 1: Word cloud representing the key sentiments of residents
from key issues survey

public realm has deteriorated. Many of the trees on the main roads
have been cut down and never replaced, making the area look
barren and rundown. Reasons for this is unverified but believed to be
related to concerns for structural movement on properties.

Furthermore, many residents have raised the need to strengthen and
improve the links between inner and outer green spaces, improve
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Figure 3: Distribution of Open Spaces. Source OS Mastermap Crown Copyright Lewisham License.
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2.1.1 Current Status of Open Space Provision
No

Name

Status / Type

Policy Designation

Strengths/Weaknesses

Actions to Consider

INSIDE NEIGHBOURHOOD BOUNDARY
1

Blythe Hill Fields

Public Park

Public Open Space ‒



Has a well used local play area

POS (local scale)



Improved biodiversity through recent planting of sapling
trees and creation of habitats around the edges



Residents have raised wishes for a café onsite like
the provision at Hilly Fields



While biodiversity improvements have been made,



Unique rolling grass downlands

there is scope for more, particularly wildflower



Views/vistas towards canary wharf

meadows


Protection of views



Potential to raise the designation of the site to
MOL or SINC as its hilly nature is unique to the
region as a whole.

2

Brockley Hill Park (also known

Private Park

SINC ‒ Site of Local



Inaccessible therefore unable to comment. Access is



While ownership may not be possible to revert, the

as Brockley Hill Ornamental

Importance

restricted to the home owners which circulate the park

residents may consider opening up access once a

Private Gardens)

Urban Green Space

around Duncombe Hill, Brockley View, Lowther Hill and

year for the wider residents to enjoy as part of the

(UGS)

Brockley Rise.

Open Squares Weekend:

Generally it could be considered to be of no value to the rest

http://www.opensquares.org/preview/index.html



of the residents due to inaccessibility
3

Kingʼs College Sports Ground



Sports Ground

Two floodlit artificial pitches, one primarily for hockey and



Check with Kings College on how the sports

the other multi-purpose. There is also one grass rugby pitch,

grounds can be made more accessible to the local

one grass football pitch, a large grass training area, summer

residents. On their website they welcome other

tennis as well as social and changing facilities based in our

local schools and sports clubs.

brand new pavilion.


Local community use is restricted to Stillness Junior and
Infant Schools who use the ground on a regular basis and
now have direct access as well as a number of sports
teams.

4

Ladywell Fields (SW corner

Public Park

within boundary)

SINC ‒ Site of Local



Recently relandscaped and great outdoor space

Importance



Adventure playground and a running track, tennis courts



Mature trees (No TPOs found)



Quiet Tranquil space



None



Consider designation as an Urban Green Space to

Metropolitan Open
Land
Public Open Space
(District Scale)
Urban Green Space
Green Corridor
5

Ewart Road Estate Green

Amenity Green

None

increase its protection
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No

Name

Status / Type

Policy Designation

Strengths/Weaknesses


Not much by way of different habitats

Actions to Consider


Check and TPO trees


6

Duncombe Hill Amenity Green

Amenity Green

London Square



Amenity Green Space

7
8

Blythe Hill Allotments
Crofton Park Railway Garden

Allotments
Community Garden

Allotments
Green Corridor

One large mature tree (species unknown, TPO status



None

unknown)



Site assessment report put forward options for



One bench providing seating area, but not much else



Advertising board hidden from view mostly



Privately owned



Not seen so unable to comment in detail



At capacity



Informal community garden



Overgrown in some areas; needs maintenance work to
address contamination and persistent weeks and more

redevelopment potential, on part of the site.



None



Create a project to find funding and improve the
site



planting space
9

No Formal Name

Amenity Green and

None

Hardscaped Flower

Formally designate as a community garden and/or
Urban Green Space.



Privately owned, enclosed by stone brick wall



Surrounded by large area of hardscaped paving, with a

pocket park “Brockley Green” in keeping with the

rather poor flower bed with some rose bushes

historic name of the area where this is located

Bed



Create a project to ʻgreenʼ the wider space into a

(being the heart of historic Brockley)
10

Green Corridor from Brockley

Linear tree covered

Green Corridor



Inaccessible

Road to Darlymple Road Bridge

railway viaduct slopes

SINC



View from Brockley Road hidden from view due to bridge

Gateway improvements proposed by Brockley

wall height (see Error! Reference source not found.)

Corridor streetscape proposals; this will achieve

View accessible from Darlymple Bridge (See Error!

the objectives of designing a “gateway” into the

Reference source not found.)

area, exposing a characteristic that is unique to the





Open up vista along Brockley Road, as part of

location as you enter the neighbourhood after
exiting the station.
11

Catford Loop Green Corridor

Linear tree covered

From Brockley Road to

railway viaduct slopes

Green Corridor



Part of site is used as a community garden



View of corridor from Marnock Road and Platforms of

company (GTR) to create an improved community

Crofton Park Station (See Error! Reference source not

garden and extend site.

Ladywell Fields

found.)






Negotiate partnership agreement with railway

Consider an ecological survey to see if the area

View over the Bridge on Brockley Grove not accessible due

warrants greater protection. It currently does not

to Bridge height

have the same protection as the area on the other
side of Brockley Road Bridge and has not been
included in Lewishamʼs resurvey of Summer 2015.

12

Railway viaducts along the old

Linear tree covered

SINC ‒ Site of



Inaccessible (see Figure 16).



Speak with Network rail about access issues

Croydon Canal

railway viaduct slopes

Metropolitan



Site was apparently once managed and opened on special



Find out who manage the site previously as a

Importance

open days, but no longer.

nature reserve and look at setting up a project to
reinstate it.
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No

Name

Status / Type

Policy Designation

Strengths/Weaknesses


13

Brockley Park Estate Green

Actions to Consider

South end of site (south of Honor Oak Park Road) cleared



Check to see if designation is being revised

by network rail for operational purposes, therefore no



Southern end is an opportunity site for potential

biodiversity left so designation seems inappropriate (see

housing as all vegetation now cleared ‒ designate

Figure 17).

as a NDO.



Playground



Accessible via pathways on Osborn Lane and Buckingham



None noted

Lane, large for use by residents of estate
Whilst these sites are outside the designated area, there is
great potential to link these up with improved green routes
within the neighbourhood, creating a significant destination
walking tour for the area. This will help to strengthen the
potential of the area as an out of London tourist
OUTSIDE NEIGHBOURHOOD BOUNDARY WITHIN ACCESIBLE DISTANCE

destination, meeting the GLAʼs tourism strategy1 to trigger
economic development of outer London.
Residents have already started to work on designing a
walking tour since the engagement meetings to promote
the natural heritage and the local economy of the area.

10

Brockley and Ladywell

Cemetary

Outside area designation

Cemetaries
11

Hilly Fields

Public Park

Outside area designation

12

Honor Oak Sports Ground /

Mix

Outside area designation

Camberwell Cemetary / One
Tree Hill
12

One Tree Hill Allotment

Allotments

Allotments

Outside area designation

Gardens
Table 1: Information on the Open Spaces of the Neighbourhood
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Figure 4: Site 1 ‒ Blythe Hill Fields

Figure 5: Site 2 ‒ Brockley Hill Park. Source. Source Bing Aerial View

Figure 6: Site 3 - Kingʼs College Sports Ground

Figure 7: Site 4 ‒ Ladywell Fields Portion within Designated Area. Source: Bing Aerial Map
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Figure 8: Site 5 Ewart Road Estate Green

Figure 9: Site 6 ‒ Duncombe Hill London Square

Figure 10: Site 7: Blythe Hill Allotmentsq

Figure 11: Site 8 ‒ Crofton Park Railway Community Gardens
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Figure 12 ‒ Site 9 ‒ Amenity Space

Figure 13: Site 10 - View from Brockley Road over Bridge Wall Looking West

Figure 14: Site 11 ‒ Catford Loop Green Corridor - View of Site 11 From Platform 1 at Crofton Park Station

Figure 15: Site 12 ‒ Croydon Canal Nature Reserve - From Darlymple Bridge of Green Corridor looking NE
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Figure 16: Believed to be entrance to nature reserve. Take at:

Figure 17: View from Honor Oak Park Road
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2.1.2 Access to Public Open Spaces

Currently major routes connecting the hilly parks of the

While access to district level parks is generally ok in the area, being

neighbourhood and its surrounds are devoid of trees or any green

within 25-30mins walk from within the area, access to quality local

infrastructure value and need improvements to realise the full

level amenity is relatively poorer. Lewishamʼs Open Space Strategy

potential as a destination for walking to see the views across

2

2012 highlights pockets of deficiency of access to natural green

London.

spaces in the northern park of Crofton Park.
Nevertheless, despite these issues, there is a great opportunity to
Figure 20 illustrates the spatial deficiency to public parks within the

improved the public realmʼs green infrastructure to link to all key

area, showing two areas relative deficiency where residential areas

public open spaces in and around the area. This has the potential to

are more than 10 mins walk from a formal park. Adding this to the

form a key destination walking tour with the aim of:

topographical constraints which make these sites even less



promoting health and wellbeing

accessible to members of the community with restricted mobility.



Improving access to local public open space provision

This shows how important it is to improve local public open space



Addressing pollution issues such as air quality, noise and

provision.

surface water flood risk.


Promoting the local economy.

As you exit Crofton Park station, you see a sign for a green chain
walk (Figure 18) and Lewisham publicise these routes (Figure 19)
yet when you walk outside, it is not obvious which this is or where
you go to join it. What you see instead is a busy road; the only green
corridor is hidden from view behind the tall railway bridge wall.

Figure 19: Walking Routes of Lewisham. Source:
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/sport/getFigure 18: Existence of Green Chain Walk from Crofton Park Station

active/walking/Documents/WalkingMap.pdf
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Figure 20: Access to Public Open Space
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3 Air Quality
3.1 Current Status of Air Quality



addresses pertinent issues, to not just limit mitigation

Lewishamʼs air quality 2011 assessment3 predicted significant areas

measures to new developments, but how retrofitting during

of exceedance of annual average of NO2 around Brockley Road,

major rework should also work towards addressing issues,

Brockley Rise (close to junction with South Circular) and Honor Oak
Park. The assessment predicted that a total of 2850 residents are
directly impacted by this due to their proximity to the exceedance

especially where there is a health risk.


corridor, in place of repaving, which doesnʼt generate any

as they use the high streets on a daily basis. This is of great concern
school playgrounds (Dalmain primary school and Beecoft primary

Ensure the Brockley Corridor detailed design better address
the issues of air quality through greater greening of the

hotspots (see Table 2), but in reality many more are also impacted
to residents, especially as the hotspots are also in close proximity to

Consider how it is possible to change how planning policy

health benefits at all


Forum could consider a more localised capture and
monitoring of air quality but finding funding to carry out

school).

citizen science project. This will better inform where the
actual risks are and better inform an action plan for a AQMA
designation.

The neighbourhood currently does not fall within an Air Quality
Management Area. While these result are based on modelled data



Council already have some funding to install a green wall at

as there are very few diffusion tubes within the area to measure

Dalmain school. Ensure that monitoring devices are part of

exact exceedances, air quality remains a high risk health factor in the

the scheme to see how effective these mitigation measures

area. The Brockley Corridor Improvement works currently fail to

will be in addressing the problem.

address this issue in any innovative and significant way. The forum
have since presented a response to Lewisham Council Highways
Department to ensure that the issues raised are addressed in the
forthcoming detailed designs.

3.2 Actions to Consider
There isnʼt much that can be done in relation to air quality as part of
the neighbourhood plan, however, the following key actions should
be considered by the Forum:


Lobbying the Council for more action to mitigate and reduce
this risk and to designate area as an Air Quality Management
Area (AQMA).
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Table 2 Source pg 58 2011 Air Quality Assessment

Figure 21: Modelled Annual Average NO2. Source. 2011 Air Quality Assessment
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4 Flood Risk
4.1 Current Status of Flood Risk
There are no active rivers in the neighbourhood area. According to
the rivers map in Lewishamʼs Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of

The Neighbourhood area is not deemed to be at risk from river
flooding. However, according to the Environment Agency, Crofton
Park ward is at risk from Surface Water Flooding ‒ See Figure 25.

A preliminary study undertaken by Halcrow on behalf of Lewisham
indicated that some parts of the area had previously flooded (source
of data unknown, but see extracted map from report Figure 24,4).

2015, there is a tributary of the River Ravensbourne called the ʻHonor
Oak Branchʼ which runs parallel in close proximity to Chudleigh Road

Surface water flooding happens when rainwater does not drain away

and down towards Kingʼs College Sports ground ‒ See Figure 22.

through the normal drainage systems or soak into the ground, but

There is no surface evidence of this but no further validation of its

lies on or flows over the ground instead. Based on residentʼs visual

culvert status has been found at time of writing.

inspection of rainfall events it would appear that potentially the
drainage system is already at capacity, as substantial runoff is often
seen during heavy rainfall in many parts of the neighbourhood ‒ See
Figure 23. Many people pointed out the frequent occurrence of
flooding around the Stondon Park junction with Brockley Rise where
road improvement works are being proposed.

Figure 24: Past Flood Areas in Lewisham. Source: Lewisham
Prreliminary Flood Risk Assessment 2011

According to the report, the Borough has a separate sewer system to
the north, drained by gravity and a combined pumped sewer system
to the north towards the river Thames. Risk from surface water
flooding will worsen under predicted climate change conditions as
the drainage system can only cater for relatively small storms in the
order of 1 to 10 year return period.

Lewishamʼs Surface Water Management Plan5 does not go into
detail to address the spatial distribution of risk and previous

Figure 22: Flood Risk Map of Lewisham From River. Source: Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment 2015

Figure 23: Occurrence of Surface Water Runoff

occurrences. Another area where the neighbourhood can have
influence is with the proposals for the streetscape work on along the
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Brockley Corridor which currently do not consider surface water
flooding as part of their design response.



Consider a project with redesigns the hardscaped area
opposite St Hildaʼs (See Figure 12) into a soft landscaped
pocket park with rain gardens that help to absorb surface
water runoff.

4.2 Actions to Consider
The Forum should think about ways which encourage the reduction
of surface water flood risk as part of the Plan but also as part of the
work that is already in train to be delivered. Actions to consider
include:


Ensure major works or new schemes take into account the
surface water runoff issues and promote the use of SUDs /
Rain Gardens as part of the design scheme.



Development proposals which fall in proximity to the risk
areas should only be permitted if they were able to contribute
to surface water flood risk mitigation and their drainage
contribution to the sewage system does not further
compromise its capacity. The Forum should lobby the
planning department and potentially the inspectorate to
rethink their decision not to claim a contribution from the
development at 437-439 Brockley Road SE4 as there is a
legitimate community infrastructure need and the decision
was probably made in the absence of proper evidence.



Limited discharge levels from new developments; All new
dwellings will be designed to have a predicted water
discharge of no more than 80 litres of water per person per
day.



Parking spaces and driveways associated with new
development will be required to have permeable surfaces.
Whilst resurfacing of front gardens is allowed under
permitted development, there may be opportunities to
influence how this is done so not to worsen the risk.



Potentially the council should be encouraged to work with the
residents on a drainage management plan.



The Brockley Corridor proposals must prove how they are
actively addressing known flooding issues and ensure a
design that is adapted to impacts of climate change.
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Figure 25: Risk from Surface Water Flooding. Source: watermaps.environment-agency.gov.uk
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6 Contaminated Land
6.1 Current Status of Contamination
There are no entries for contaminated on Lewishamʼs contaminate
land register. Most of the more polluting industrial sites where
located north of the Borough in the areas of Depford and Newcross.
Very little shows up as historic industrial land on the historic maps
(see Evidence Report Part One). Therefore this neighbourhood is not
believed to suffer from major risk. However, should some of the sites
put forward by the Site Assessment Report be taken forward, then
this will need to be considered and an SEA may be needed,
especially for those in close proximity to the railway tracks.

However, for areas which have been identified as opportunity areas
by the Site Assessment Report6, then contamination risk will need to
be considered, particularly for those in close proximity to railway
sidings such as the site at Honor Oak Park station, the Crofton Park
Railway Garden.
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7 Energy Consumption
7.1 Current Status of Energy
Consumption
Wider issues of sustainability have never been raised by residents at

In particular, the Forum could:


indeed addressing this issue

any of the events, illustrating how off the radar this is from peopleʼs
everyday engagement with and perceptions of priority for their

Check to see if existing planning applications in the area are



Undertake a community campaign to highlight the issue and
help residents understand what they can do to lower their

neighbourhood.

emissions


Join forces with Brockley Transition network to make a wider

A very quick analysis of consumption in the area shows that whilst

difference to attitudes on energy consumption in the wider

electricity consumption seems on average on a par with the rest of

neighbourhood area.

the Borough and the country, gas consumption does appear to be
about 10% higher.

Lewisham addresses energy consumption through Core Strategy
Objective 5 on climate change, where it stipulates how it will take
action to ensure that climate change is adapted to and mitigated
against, including those measures necessary to create a low carbon
Borough and reduce carbon emissions by a. promoting resource and
water efficiency; maximising generation and use of renewable energy
and locally distributed energy, particularly for major development
sites and building to high standards of sustainable design and
construction. Again, this largely focuses on new build rather than
retrofitting of existing infrastructure so it limits what can be achieved
within the neighbourhood.

7.2 Actions to Consider
While this topic has been off radar, the Forum may wish to
investigate why this pattern of consumption is occurring and help to
develop localised policies which better address energy consumption,
which current Local Plan policies do not.
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Figure 26: Based on LSOA Estimated Gas Consumption 2013. Source: Department of Energy and Climate
Change

Figure 27: Spatial Distribution of Electricity Consumption
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Figure 28: Based on LSOA Estimated Electricity Consumption 2013. Source: Department of Energy and
Climate Change7

Figure 29: Spatial Distribution of Gas Consumption
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8 Noise
8.1 Current Status of Noise Pollution

roads where major improvements are being planned. This
makes the Brockley Corridor an ideal opportunity to consider

There is very little in terms of Borough studies on Noise. While a
reference to a 2012 study was found, no publication was found
online. There is a general objective to reduce noise and vibration in

several design measures to mitigate noise, such as:


special surfacing. This could be done instead of the extensive

the Local Plan through DM Policy 26, but this it is largely focused on

repaving (which in most stretches of the road are actually in

new developments where the Council recognises the importance of
protecting sensitive uses from excessive noise by locating both noise
sensitive developments and noise generating developments in

Lewisham should consider lowering noise pollution levels via

good condition), if cost is an issue.


This should be coupled with additional design measures
such as greening the corridor to create a barrier that allows

appropriate locations. This largely means that again the

for attenuation of the noise. To some extent, this will also

neighbourhood will not benefit from to a large extent, meaning the

work towards enhancing other sensory experiences; with a

problem will persist.

greater affinity to nature, people's wellbeing is greatly
improved.

The soundscape walk undertaken as part of a research study



By increasing the proportionality of wanted sounds compared

showed just how problematic the Brockley Corridor is in relation to

to unwanted sounds (i.e. noise); this could either result from

noise pollution. Residents especially around the Stondon Park area,

improved habitat for biodiversity to flourish to encourage a

have also expressed an issue with noise, and vibration from the

greater biophony; perhaps a lesser feasible option is also to

heavy traffic in that area. In the past residents have also complained

introduce other design measures such as water features

of air traffic noise in the area and its surrounds, but this has not

which create a greater geophony of the place.

been a major concern raised at any of the recent engagement



Reducing the traffic speed to 20 miles an hour can also
reduce the noise levels.

events.

8.2 Actions to Consider
Despite the limited new development opportunities, the following
possible actions could help address the noise pollution issues in the
area.


Protection of the identified tranquil places (Blythe Hill Fields,
Ewart Road Estate Green, Cemetaries, etc.). This will align to
Lewisham's Development Management Plan 2014, policy
2.203.



Undertake noise reduction measures on main roads. This is
promoted by the DEFRA Noise Action Plan for new roads or
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