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1 Demographic Analysis
1.1 Introduction
This document presents information collated about the people,
communities and deprivation in the neighbourhood. It presents the
following findings:


Demographics ‒ Key statistics about the demography of the
neighbourhood.



Socio Economic Conditions ‒ Key statistics about the socialeconomic welfare of the people living here.



Health and Wellbeing ‒ Key statistics about the general
health and wellbeing of the neighbourhoodʼs residents.



Education ‒ Key statistics about the educational attainment
of people living in the area.



Access to Community Facilities ‒ Determining the adequacy
of provision to meet every day needs.

A wider stakeholder analysis, to define the dominant active groups in
the area is covered by the Forumʼs Engagement Strategy.

1.2 Information Sources
Several sources have been used to present the below findings.
These include:


2011 census statistics -See ONS1



The summary area profile produced by volunteers at
Planning Aid, as part of the technical support package
received during the 2014 round of funding2



Statistics extracted from the LGA pilot project for
neighbourhoods3



Area profile derived from NOMIS4
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1.3 Age Profile
1.3.1 Key Findings
The age profile of the area is graphed in Figure 1. Figure 2 illustrates the spatial distribution of the older
population. Figure 3 illustrates the spatial distribution of the younger population. Whilst the clustering isnʼt
particularly significant in just one area, the darker red areas show particular concentrations of these two
age groups. In summary:


The Population of Crofton Park ward stood at 14,937 according to the 2011 Census



It is made up of 51.8% female and 48.2% male.



It is a fairly young population with a mean age of 35, mostly new arrivals. 30.6% of its residents fall
between the ages of 30-44. Many are young families who have recently moved into the area.



Ages 0-4 represent 8.2 % of the population, being higher than the Lewisham, London or England
figures (8%, 7.2%, 6.3% respectively). This calls to ensure adequate provision of nurseries, schools
and youth facilities.

1.3.2 Actions to Consider
This shows that the majority of the resident population will be harder to reach due to commitments to work
and family life. The Forum will have to find innovative ways to engage, by ensuring that events are held in
places which are frequented by the predominant age groups. Events with schools should also be
considered as these groups will likely be the future residents. It is also important that social infrastructure
adequately serves the needs of these age groups.
Figure 1: Age Profile of Crofton Park Ward. Source: Census 2011
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Figure 2: Resident Population Over 65 Years of Age
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Figure 3: Resident Population Younger than 16 Years of Age
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1.4 Ethnic Profile
1.4.1 Key Findings

1.4.2 Actions to Consider

The Ethnic profile of the neighbourhood is graphed in Figure 4. The Ethnic make up of the neighbourhood

Ensure engagement covers all ethnic groups in the area.

is diverse and is constituted as follows:


A predominantly White British population making up 60.4%, being higher than Lewisham average of
53.5%).



The next dominant ethnic group is Black from Afro-Caribbean ethnic origins (22.2%)



Mixed race (7.8%).

Figure 5 illustrates the distribution of white British across the neighbourhood, showing predominant
clusters in the south eastern end of the area.

Figure 4: Distribution of Ethnic Groups. Source: ONS 2011 Census
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Figure 5: Ethnic Profile of Neighbourhood - White British
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1.5 Lone Parent Profile
1.5.1 Key Findings
8% of households in the area are Lone Parents, of which a high proportion (39.4%) are not in Employment,
32.6% are in full-time employment and 27.9% are in Part-time employment. ‒ see Figure 6.

Figure 6: Employment Status of Lone Parent Households

1.5.2 Actions to Consider
This calls for adequate child care provision and appropriate options and support systems to get back into
work.
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2 SocioEconomic
2.1 Deprivation Profile

2.2 Socio-Economic Vitality

2.1.1 Key Findings

The socio‐economic vitality of the area as a whole is good, with 80.4%
being economically active. Figure 10 illustrates the distribution of

Figure 8 illustrates the distribution of deprivation based on the 2010
statistics (Source DCLG)v. While no area in Crofton Park Ward falls within
the most deprived 10% of areas in the UK, it does have one area (around
the Ewart Road estate) which falls within the bottom 20% of most
deprived areas in the UK. The Indices of Deprivation ranks every
neighbourhood in England from 1 (most deprived area) to 32,844 (least
deprived area). The class breaks used for the map represent decile
divisions (i.e 10% most deprived, 20%, etc).

economic inactivity, with the graph in Figure 7 showing that the majority
of this is the result of a retired or a student population (see also Figure
11).
Retired population make up 7.3%. This is including all those over 64. For
example, those retired before 65 include 2.5% of population only.

Comparing this map to the recently released 2015 indices of deprivation,
Figure 9 shows how there has been some improvement in the area, but
generally the spatial distribution remains largely the same. All areas are
ranked between 20% (most deprived) and 80% (least deprived).

This pattern can also be observed on the ground. The southern end of
the neighbourhood has a higher proportion of social housing and lower
income demographics. The high street is also comparatively more run
down and hasn’t revived itself as much as the Honor Oak Park and
Crofton Park shopping parades since the recession of 2008. This area
could be the focus for regeneration in the neighbourhood plan.

Figure 12 illustrates the distribution of small area income estimates
(based on 2007/2008 data), showing lower livelihood capacity in the
southern end of the neighbourhood.

2.1.2 Actions to Consider
The following actions could be taken forward as part of the plan:





Regeneration focus on Brockley Rise to improve the townscape
and revived the local economy, bringing back shops into use
Hold a focus group engagement event with communities in this
area; this part has not engaged fully in the development of the
plan to date and therefore, localised needs are not well known.
Ensure shop units remain affordable to encourage local
enterprise to start and then continue to thrive.
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Unemployment stood at 8.2% in 2011 census (Source NOMIS 2011
Census)vi. Percentages are based on the population totals aged between
16‐64, except unemployed which is based on economically active age
group 16‐64, 2013 figures).

Figure 7: Economically Inactive Groups: Source: ONS tables Economic
Activity, 2011 (KS601EW).

However, the June 2015 claimant statistics (Jobseeker’s Allowance) for
Crofton Park was at 1.9%, which is considerably lower than the rest of
Lewisham at 2.6%. A high proportion (60.6%) of these unemployed are
aged between 25‐49.

Figure 8: Index of Deprivation 2010
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Figure 9: 2015 Indices of Multiple Deprivation. Source: DCLG; Mapped online here: http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html
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Figure 10: Distribution of Economically Inactive Resident Population
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Figure 11: Distribution of Resident Population in Full Time Education
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Figure 12: Small area income estimates. Estimated average weekly household income for MSOAs, England and Wales, 2007/08. Source ONS http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/incomeestimates.html
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2.3 Economic Sectors
2.3.1 Key Findings
13.5% of the economically active population are in self‐employment. This is higher than the Lewisham (11.5%) and
England and Wales (10.4%) averages. Thea area has a long history of attracting young, creative artists and
entrepreneurs. This calls for a need to ensure continued affordability to live in the area, as well as potential
further provision for small work units or shared work space to allow this entrepreneurial vitality to growth and
thrive.

2.3.2 Actions to Consider
Given the high proportion of self-employed residents, the local plan should look to strengthen the protection
of Local Employment Sites and look at how these retain their affordability. More spatial actions are

The majority of the employed are in Professional occupations (27.2%) or associate professional and technical jobs
(19%). Most probably travel into the city for work. It is unclear what percentage of the local population are
employed locally, especially by the industrial estate at Malham Road.

Figure 13: Graph illustrating the distribution of occupation types
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considered in the section analysing the local economic and employment provision.

3 Education
3.1 Educational Attainment
3.1.1 Key Findings
On the whole educational attainment in the area is relatively good compared with Lewisham and London averages
– see Figure 15. A high proportion of the population have a level 4 qualification or above (48.6%). A sizable
population however do not have any formal qualifications (10%). Figure 15 shows the spatial distribution of
resident population with no qualifications, largely concentrated in the southern end of the area.

In relation to access, Figure 16 and Figure 17 show that on the whole provision for nurseries and primary
schools in the area are all within walkable distance. However, at this time, no further research has been
done into the performance of local schools, their capacity or take up of adult educational courses which
may reveal a more nuanced story to what these census statistics are showing. With a high birth rate in the
area, the provision may already be at capacity and so the neighbourhood plan will need to consider this if it
proposes new housing developments.

Figure 14: Graph showing the % of Residents with Qualifications
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Figure 15: Percentage of Resident Population with No Qualifications
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Figure 16: Map showing Access to Nursery Provision
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Figure 17: Map Showing Access to Primary School Provision
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4 Health and Wellbeing
4.1 Self-Proclaimed Health Conditions
4.1.1 Key Findings
Based on the 2011 census, n the whole residents of Crofton Park ward proclaim to have very good health
(51.5% of resident population), with higher averages compared to Lewisham (49.1%) and London (50.5%) ‒
see graph in Figure 18. Figure 19 illustrates the spatial distribution of good health in the ward, showing that
those with poor health more or less mirror the areas of deprivation in Figure 8. Access to general
practitioners also appears to be adequate, with the majority of residents being within a 10 minute walk to
the nearest facility. Small pockets of inaccessibility exist on the eastern and western fringes but these
coincide with residents of good health and therefore appears to be less of an issue.

Figure 18: Graph Showing Comparative Health Indicators. Source: ONS Census 2011
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Figure 19: Distribution of Residents Reporting Good Health
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Figure 20: Map Showing Access to GP Facilities
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